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Check Out the Library
By Cyril Oberlander
At the Cal Poly Humboldt Library, we are thrilled to be
welcoming students, faculty, and staff back to our building
after a 22-month closure for much needed construction and
improvements. We have all worked together to create a very
special place of learning and discovery, and once again the
Library is the center of campus. Shortly after reopening,
President Jackson, Provost Capps, and Chief of Staff Sherie
Gordon joined the campus community on Wednesday,
January 26th in the Gus and Corinne Nordstrom Lobby to
celebrate our transformation into CSU’s third polytechnic
university. What an exciting time at Cal Poly Humboldt, and
for the Library!
“The heart of any university is the library.”
Dr. Jay Davis, Cal Poly Humboldt Library Supporter
The Library has seen all the campus name changes, and is
home to countless stories from the campus community and
community at large; from finding your favorite study areas
where you formed friendships, to meeting your significant
other, the Library is a special place for stories past and those
yet to be written. Students are again writing on the many
library whiteboards, collaborating with others, and expressing
their creativity. Each day, we see many unique and evolving
stories of learning from the eyes of our students. We were
happy to see how quickly students have made use of the
group study areas. This group of botany students were busy
sharing notes about different courses they are enrolled in and
their current assignment on evolution.
The Library continues to adapt and anticipate the needs
of students and learning at Cal Poly Humboldt. We strive to
create positive meaningful learning experiences for students,
designed to inspire curiosity and connections, as a critical part
of our work of connecting people and ideas. As we cultivate
knowledge and community building, we serve as both an
anchor to the past and a launching pad to the future.

(continued on next page)

Cal Poly Humboldt President Tom Jackson
& Cal Poly Humboldt Provost Jenn Capps

Botony students studying at a Library collaboration station
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One of the exciting new additions, coming in April, is
the Digital Dissection Table by Anatomage, made possible
by donors and the Advancement Board. This cool new
feature will be located on the 2nd floor next to the Richard
A. Paselk Scientific Instrument Museum, juxtapositioning
the past with emerging technologies to create opportunities
to interact, inspire, and innovate. So, what does the Digital
Dissection Table do? It enables students and classes to interact
with high resolution images of functional anatomy and
physiology to advance education from anatomy to zoology.
The Table’s touchscreen allows students to interact with the
latest simulation technologies to better understand biological,
kinesiology, medical, and veterinary concepts and details.
“What a fantastic gift the library is for everyone!”
Kellie Jo Brown, Photographer, Marketing &
Communications

Example of Digital Dissection Table by Anatomage

Barbara Hill, Alumni ‘67 recently shared that in her
33 year career in libraries, “It’s not just a job, it’s a
mission!”

Textbooks on Reserve available for check out

Library Research Associate, Dave Marshall, with students
at the Flight Simulator

We all agree, whether we are advancing innovative
technology, reducing the cost of a college degree to students
by providing access to Textbooks on Reserves and eTextbooks,
or empowering new voices to publish with the Press @ Cal
Poly Humboldt before they graduate, everyone at the Library
is committed to the success of students and the community at
large.
In addition to all the books to read or author, students are
once again learning to fly. Dave Marshall, Library Research
Associate, recently trained the Aviation Club students on how
to fly an airplane using the flight simulator, which was built
by students, and is located on the third floor. What a way to
inspire and launch students!
This fall, the participation in library online SkillShops was
very inspiring; with 1,608 participants, and over 970 online
badges earned, the creative and dedicated librarians have
made online learning of skills an exceptional engagement
opportunity for all.
Now with the Library reopened, students can attend faceto-face library instruction again, find favorite places to study,
and peruse the collection of half a million books.
This spring semester is truly unique; we opened our doors
once again, and we began a fresh start as Cal Poly Humboldt
Library. The Heart of the University remains central to
the positive student experience, and I would like to thank
everyone for their continued support and interest as we
navigate the road and skies ahead.
Want to know more about the Library, have a personalized
tour, or provide support or suggestions? Please contact Cyril
Oberlander, Library Dean at cyril.oberlander@humboldt.edu
or 707-826-3441.

Our First Cal Poly Humboldt Library Newsletter
By Cheryl Conner & Garrett Purchio
Dear Reader,
You are reading our first Cal Poly Humboldt Library newsletter. On
January 26, the university was designated a polytechnic institution which,
among other things, resulted in a name change.
Change is nothing new for our campus. What started off as Humboldt
State Normal School in 1914, has been called Humboldt State Teachers
College and Junior College (1921), Humboldt State College (1935),
California State University, Humboldt (1972), and, until recently,
Humboldt State University (1974).
The Library itself has seen many changes over the years, as we are
currently in our third location on campus. For many decades we were
located in what is now the Green & Gold Room in Founders Hall. In
1952, the Library was in Van Matre Hall before moving to the present
location 10 years later. The current Library building doubled in size in
1976 with the addition of the south side. Recent seismic upgrades and the
enclosure of the lower level has made the building safer and expanded
space, allowing for more services to move in ready to help you succeed
including Academic Career Advising Center (ACAC), Youth Educational
Services (Y.E.S.), Center for Community Based Learning (CCBL), and
Retention through Academic Mentoring Program (RAMP).
Even though our name changed, we continue to provide incredible
resources and services to meet your academic, professional, and personal
information needs.

Cal Poly Humboldt Library located in the Green & Gold
Room, est. 1922-1952

Chronology of University Name Change
1914 Campus starts
as Humboldt State Normal School
1921 School renamed
Humboldt State Teachers College
and Junior College
1935 School renamed
Humboldt State College
1972 School renamed
California State University,
Humboldt
1974 School renamed
Humboldt State University
2022 California Polytechnic University,
Humboldt

Chronology of
Cal Poly Humboldt Library
1922 A library is established in the
Administration Building,
later named Founder’s Hall,
located in what is now the
Green & Gold Room
1952 Library Dedicated
in Van Matre Hall
1962 New library building completed
1977 Addition of South wing completed
2022 Seismic Retrofit Project and
Lower Level Expansion completed

Cal Poly Humboldt Library building, est. 1960s

New Special Collections Website

By Sarah Godlin
After much hard work from our library web team, Cal Poly Humboldt Library Special Collections has launched its new website.
The new site is an update from the previous website to a more user friendly design. The previous site has been taken down and the
URL will be redirected to specialcollections.humboldt.edu. Please make sure to update your links.
The new website is in line with the university style guidelines, mirroring other Humboldt websites, and has a rotating header
of historical photographs from Cal Poly Humboldt Special Collections. If you would like to learn more about a specific featured
photograph, there is additional information under the “About” section in the drop down menu.
The accordion style search menu takes users to all of the Special Collections items in the Library catalog, and has the ability to
search the Digital Archives site that houses our digitized collections, and Cal Poly Humboldt finding aids from the Online Archive of
California. All 13,000 digital photographs have migrated to a new Cal Poly Humboldt Digital Archive, making searching and finding
historic Humboldt images even easier. Last semester the Special Collections team added 1,500 photographs to view on the digital
archive from the Humboldt County Collection. Please check out the new photo archive. We look forward to making more digital
content available in the near future.
Special Collections hopes this new site will make finding items in our collections easier, and assist student and community
researchers. If you have any questions, please contact archives@humboldt.edu for more information. Happy researching!

New Spaces & New Faces
By Cheryl Conner
After almost two years of being closed due to the
pandemic and even longer under construction, we welcome
you back to your Library! Although there are some lastminute touch-ups and minor construction still going on,
we are open again with new lighting, fresh paint, and
remodeled spaces providing new and continuing services
throughout.
On the 1st floor, the removal of walls around the
Checkout Desk opened up the space where you will find
helpful students and staff ready to answer all of your
questions. The Research Help desk is currently located
across the lobby where you can meet with a librarian.
To the left of the lobby, past the Library Cafe, you’ll find
the Learning Center, Tech Help, and updated computer
stations.
On the 2nd floor, collaboration stations and group work
tables can be found throughout the level, along with quiet
study along the outer south walls. The Brain Booth, a dropin, hands-on experiential space to explore metacognition,
is still available for your study breaks and there is now a
Lactation Room (L205B) in the Children’s Literature and

Video Collection area. Get access through the Checkout
Desk. Coming soon - an Anatomage Table for 3D
anatomy and physiology simulations!
On the 3rd floor, you will find the revamped
Makerspace area with an Augmented Reality Sandbox,
Flight Simulator, VR Station, 3D Printers, and Digital
Media Lab computers. The Center for Teaching and
Learning (CTL) can be found on this floor, along with
Special Collections, The Press @ Humboldt, and quiet
study areas along the south wall.
Thanks to the expansion of the Lower Level, new
services have moved in! Youth Educational Services
(YES), Center for Community Based Learning (CCBL),
Retention through Academic Mentoring Program
(RAMP), and the Academic and Career Advising Center
(ACAC) join the Student Disability Resource Center
(SDRC), Testing Center, and Veterans Enrollment &
Transition Services (VETS) in this new space.
We welcome these new services to the Library building
and encourage Cal Poly Humboldt folks to wander
around, to check out the new spaces and new artwork,
and to find their place in their Library.

Our Students
are Talking
Flight Simulator
By Jasmin Torres & Tanner Hooven
In the Fall of 2021, several students
worked together to start the Aviation Club
at Cal Poly Humboldt. Jasmin Torres, a
fourth year business major, became the
founding President. Jasmin worked with
others to establish the club and craft the
club’s founding mission statement. In
addition to providing oversight of the
equipment, the club hopes to hold club
meetings by the flight simulator located on
the 3rd floor. Jasmin hopes the Aviation
Club will remain an integral part of
Cal Poly Humboldt registered student
organizations and culture.
During the Fall 2021 term, Tanner
Hooven and several other Aviation Club
members worked on Zoom to study for the
FAA drone pilot exam. Tanner passed the
FAA test and now has his FAA drone pilot
license.
Early in January 2022, Jasmin, Tanner,
and the club’s faculty advisor, Dave
Marshall, visited the flight simulator on
the third floor of the Library. During the
visit, Dean Cyril Oberlander met with the
students. He shared his vision for using
simulation in higher education and other
interesting future Library efforts. After
talking with Dean Oberlander, Jasmin
states, “the Library will be an excellent
location to hold the Aviation Club’s
meetings and an amazing opportunity
for students to learn the fundamentals of
airplane operation using the flight sim.”
Tanner says, “the flight simulator will be a
good addition to the Library’s new vision
of digitization.” Tanner is also interested
in virtual reality and believes, “virtual
reality is the technological frontier.”
More information on the flight simulator
can be found at library.humboldt.edu/
flight.

ImPRESSive Growth
By Sarah Godlin
The Press @ Humboldt, formerly HSU Press, is growing by leaps and bounds. Recent
HSU alumnus, Aaron Laughlin, joins its ranks as a full-time employee, we wish this
position were permanent, bringing the full-time staff to three. Additionally, The Press has
new web pages in the works, a presence on social media (twitter.com/hsupress), an email
newsletter, three new first-time publications in the last three months, a journal issue, and
multiple eBooks of current publications that are downloadable on eBook readers for free.
New Books:
• Migraciones de la sangre: Textos de escritoras latinoamericanas, edited by
Lilianet Brintrup Hertling & Gladys Ilarregui
• Peacekeepers: A Humboldt Love Story, by Jeff Conner
• HSU Staff Cookbook, edited by Sulaina Banks
New Journal:
• HJSR: Humboldt Journal of Social Relations: Issue 43
New eBooks:
• What Kind of Future Will our Children Inherit, by Sam Oliner
• Migraciones de la sangre: Textos de escritoras latinoamericanas
The EBooks can be found on Amazon. We urge you to check out our complete catalog
online at digitalcommons.humboldt.edu/hsu_press.

Cal Poly Humboldt student flying with the Flight Simulator

What’s New in the Makerspace & Digital Media Lab?
By Tim Miller
With the reopening of the Library, we have made some exciting changes to the gear
available for you to use on your next project.
New gear you can borrow:
• The Nikon D5600 DSLR camera is great for photos as well as video, with a flip-out
display, wide range lens (18-140 mm), works well with our Rode VideoMic external
shotgun mic, and has special effects like fisheye, night vision, sketch, and single color
modes.
• The GoPro Hero 9 Black camera is available for your water and weather resistant
needs. This is also a great camera for interviews, and most any video project, with
features including a great built-in mic, slow-motion capture, and the smartphone app
remote control. We expect to get the newest Hero 10 cameras later in the spring.
• The GoPro Max 360-degree camera allows you to capture everything around the
camera and display it in an immersive format, or you can edit the 360 footage into
a more traditional aspect ratio, picking the best framing using the GoPro Player
software.
• The Zoom H4n Pro digital recorder is not only great for interviews and field
recordings, but comes with two lapel mics for close-miking and has several advanced
built-in features like guitar and bass amp modelers, two combo (XLR & ¼”) inputs,
and it can even be used as a digital audio interface for your digital audio workstation!
• The Zoom Q8 camcorder is a good video capture device for any project with a lot
of audio needs. Featuring two combo (XLR & ¼”) inputs and two built-in stereo
mics, this allows for a variety of situations where the audio may be complicated.
For example, you can connect our Audio Technica boom mic to capture dialogue
between two people speaking several feet away from the camera, while using the
stereo mics to pick up ambient sounds like birds chirping or waves at the beach.
More information can be found at libguides.humboldt.edu/creatingvideo/equipment

The Makerspace is on the third floor of the Library
across from Special Collections and includes the
Augmented Reality Sandbox, Flight Simulator,
VR Station, 3D Printers, and Digital Media Lab
computers (3 Macs, 3 PCs with digital editing
software and higher specs than other campus
computers). Makerspace staff hours will be posted
in the space and on the Makerspace site.

What’s coming next?
In response to your requests,
we are setting up more audio
recording options, including
checking out audio interfaces,
mics, and even a guitar. We
are also working on setting
up an audio recording booth
which will be equipped
with everything you need
for isolated recordings like
podcasts, interviews and music
projects.
We will also be updating the
VR Station and improving
the flight simulator as well
as adding a vinyl cutter
and Arduino station in the
Makerspace.
Are you interested in vinyl
cutting, working with Arduinos,
creating audio projects? Get in
touch to learn more!

Transformational Library Giving & Cal Poly Humboldt
By Cyril Oberlander
Our transformation of Cal Poly
Humboldt is both exciting and
challenging, and we are very thankful for
everyone’s support, the state investment,
and the University’s collaborative efforts
to launch new programs. Cal Poly
Humboldt Library continues to adapt to
meet the needs of the campus community,
while also leading innovative programs
and services such as HSU Press, now
titled, The Press at Cal Poly Humboldt,
as well as Skillshops, Makerspace and
digital media, including virtual reality
and simulation. We are living the axiom
“change is a constant,” and our ability to
adapt and anticipate needs is crucial to
our effectiveness as we contribute to the
success of Cal Poly Humboldt.
I would like to take this moment to
recognize two remarkable individuals for
their extraordinary contributions to Cal
Poly Humboldt Library, supporting our
work as we meet the needs of learners at
our university and community.
Local historians Jerry & Gisela Rohde
have a passion for Humboldt County,
history, authorship, and lifelong learning.
Recently, they generously expanded their
previous donations supporting student
employment and internships at the
Library. The Rohde’s transformational
gift to the Cal Poly Humboldt Library
and the Osher Lifelong Learning
Institute (OLLI) of more than $2 million,
through a planned bequest, will create
three endowed positions and student
employment much needed to provide
lasting support for the Library Special
Collections, Cal Poly Press, and OLLI
programs.
“We’re excited to support our beloved
Library and OLLI during this pivotal
time in the University’s history,” said
Jerry. “The Library directly supports
students with hands-on learning,
mentorship, and resources, while OLLI
encourages education throughout our local
community.”
The University Library is a special
place to the Rohdes, as Gisela worked
in the Library’s Serials & Periodicals
Department from 1988 to 2015. Gisela
witnessed the exceptional value of library
student employment in the lives of many
individuals, now alumni.

Jerry & Gisela Rohde

Jerry has been a Research Associate in
the Anthropology department’s Cultural
Resource Facility for more than 20 years.
Jerry frequently researches in Special
Collections and the Library’s digital
archives, and most recently authored
Humboldt Bay Shoreline, North Eureka
to South Arcata: A History of Cultural
Influences through The Press at Cal Poly
Humboldt (digitalcommons.humboldt.
edu/monographs/10). Both Jerry and
Gisela have authored numerous well
received history books and guidebooks
on Humboldt County, and we are very
honored to publish these esteemed
authors. Their contributions to The Press
at Cal Poly Humboldt have been crucial
to our successful publication of over 600
authored works last year, and many more
expected in the future.
Jerry and Gisela Rohde, in partnership
with the Library, have developed a
powerful way to support local researchers
and authors. This transformational gift
provides an ongoing opportunity to
positively impact the lives of countless
students. The Rohdes are also reflecting
their passion for lifelong learning and
community in their planned giving to
endow staff and student employment
opportunities. Please join me in thanking
Jerry and Gisela Rohde for their generous
support to the University Library, OLLI,
and community.

Transforming
Lives
By Cyril Oberlander
Transformational giving is crucial to the
ongoing success of the University Library
and in challenging times, donations help
us more effectively respond to sudden
changes, allowing us to better support our
campus community and beyond. The Cal
Poly Humboldt Library has innovated
quickly to respond to the pandemic.
For example, librarians have adapted
Skillshops to meet evolving needs by
creating outstanding online SkillShops,
proving to be one of the most impressive
library instruction programs in the state.
These online workshops continue to
be very popular for students, providing
opportunities to earn badges for learning
citation styles, researching and evaluating
sources, digital projects, and more. For
more information see: libguides.humboldt.
edu/skillshops.
The support of transformational
initiatives ensures the University Library
remains at the heart of the university, one
of the most important learning resources
on campus and in the community, the
place where all students want to be.
Creating endowed and sustaining support
for student employment and internships
forever transforms the lives of students
and community.
(continued on next page)

Events

Contributors

8th Annual Cal Poly Humboldt Authors Celebration
Each spring, we celebrate works published during the previous year.
Our 8th Annual Celebration was on February 14, 2022. Enjoy the Zoom
recording from this years’ event by visiting our new Authors Hall website at
authors.humboldt.edu.

Victoria Bruner, Staff
Cheryl Conner, Staff
Bernard Fosnaugh, Staff
Sarah Godlin, Staff
Naomi Hill, Librarian
Tanner Hooven, Student
Melitta Jackson, Staff
Carly Marino, Librarian
Tim Miller, Librarian
Kyle Morgan, Librarian
Cyril Oberlander, Dean
Garrett Purchio, Librarian
Kimberly Stelter, Librarian
Jasmin Torres, Student
Kumi Watanabe-Schock, Staff
Jessica Welch, Staff, Layout, Editor
Keelye Wilson, Staff

IdeaFest 2022
May 6, 2022
Register by April 25, 2022
Cal Poly Humboldt Library & Virtual
A Showcase of Research and Creative Works
Join us as more than 400 Students, Faculty, and Staff from Cal Poly
Humboldt will showcase research, performances, digital projects, and more!
ideafest.humboldt.edu

(continued from previous page)
For more details, please visit library.humboldt.edu/giving/interns.html
Similarly, you might consider supporting an area you care about, such as
building stronger collections in a subject of your interest, or provide support
to advancing the inspiring learning experiences of students with digital
technologies such as; simulation, virtual reality, visualization, and makerspace
- all have profoundly positive impacts on students and the community.
Preparing for the road ahead, we are seeking funding for expanding
student employment opportunities, and more innovative services that benefit
the campus and community:
• Webinar rooms to support students online class needs while on campus;
• Audio/music recording booth, supporting students as they create
podcasts, record and edit music, and more;
• Upgrade and relocate the Makerspace, enabling students to use laser
cutting tools, and other creative technologies;
• Update the Flight Simulator so that students and the community
can count flight training hours towards a license or renewal, and
dramatically reduce the cost of learning to fly;
• 360 Visualization Studio, a panoramic projection space enabling
data visualization and simulations for large group presentations, and
innovative teaching;
• Special Collections & Archive space for controlled temperature and
humidity for unique fragile research collections.
We sincerely thank everyone for your continued support! If you are
interested in a conversation about the University Library, or would like a
personalized library tour, please let me know. Again, I want to thank Jerry
and Gisela Rohde for their generous support of the University Library and
their investment in the future students at Cal Poly Humboldt.

Check Out the Library is published
in the fall, spring, and summer.
library.humboldt.edu

Visualization Studio, North Carolina State
University

Have a library story to share with the campus? Writing for the Library newsletter is easy! Students, staff, and faculty are
encouraged to contact the Library Marketing and Outreach Team at libmarketing@humboldt.edu to learn more about sharing
a story in the next newsletter.
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